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1. A large ammnition storage area is located between Bryansk "
(5313N-3425E) and Karachev (538N-3453E). In speaking of it 3
the residents .f Yarachev said that it was much larger than :
the one in Smolensk and perhaps the largest in the USSR, I ;
heard scme people say that should the base be blown up an
area of 25 kilometers would be destroyed. Thls storage area )
war used by the fiermans during their occupation. I personally
saw only the gates, which are visible from the Karachev rail-
road station. The rallroad station in Kerdchev is rather
small wlth orly about six tracks. ’

g 2, About 1CO meters tc the 1éft of the Kerachsv rallroad statlon
were the gates to tho emmnition storage srea. These gatos
were guarded by a soldier armed with a carbine, From the gate,
and stretching as far ac could be seen, was a barted wire fe«ce
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along Wiish were posted guards at intervals of 150 to 200
neters, These guards, who Were also armed with carbines and
who wore the usual Soviet Army wniform, Were sheltered in
sanll booths at their post of duty, The barbed wire fence
was ebout 300 centiywsters high with horizontally parallel
strands spaced sbout six centimsters spart, I heard that the
harbed wire fence surrounded the entire ammnition storage
area and was similarly pgurrded, I eannot verify this 1t
becanse sbout one half kilometer from the railrosd statiom
wzs the start of a wooded sres which obstructed the view,
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4, This smmmition storage area allegedly stretches from Kerschey
to Bryansk, bubt I do not Jnow 1ts width, inasmuch as it is in
e wooded area and not visidble from either the railroad line
or the highway. In fact, I do not think that it would dbe
vigibi® even from the air because of the forest in whieh it
is located.

4, Thepre wap a double-track rallroad spur leading from the Xarachey
ratlireoad cstetion through the ghtes and inbo the amsunition
storage area., As far as I know this was the only entranee,
railroad or highway, into the areay if there was another
entyanee into the storapge area I igver heard sny mention of | " 25X1X

1. |
25X1X | 25X1X
sa a € double-~-tyYack spur
eR IT i acnev railrond station was the only lins

into the areai even traine from Bryansk were routed through
Karachey into the area,

5, From conversations I had xithl !peopla Living 25X1X
o ‘in and around Xarachey I le g entered and
= | left the ammmition storage area daily, I think that nex

‘ smmnition Was being brought in daily and the older Soviet
and captured German smmmlition was being replhced. Howeyew,
thers Was muca mope ammunition being brought in than was being
‘shipped out, I do not know the gsource or the déstingtion of
‘any of the shipments, As far 'as I was ever able to determine,
this srms was used gtrictly f'or the sforage of ammmunition
of '&ll types, from cartridges to the largest types of shells,
I never heard, from my uncle or any other source, that weapons
of any type were brought into the srea, I did, however, gep
a large? number of artillery pleced of all types in Bryansk II,
but I cannot recall any details.

6, From chance conversations with vyarious people I learned
that there were a large number of trecps located in the
2 3 ammmition storage aresa ltself--perhaps upwards of # division,
] Furthermore, about 300 meters north of Xuvachey wWas an
| - ' rrisern which corvered an ares of two to four kilomsters.
o8 1X g captain in the Soviet Army, onow
E ., assing this army garriscn, that there
‘ st be ahout a division of troops statloned thers (I do noj
new whethsr these troops were engaged in the seeurity of
the ammunitlion storage aren). There WAS almays B larpe
mmber of soldiers in Xarachsy, The only shoulder straps
(pogony) I can rscell sseing Were vither black or red. I do
not knox the designation of any of these military units or the
names of any commanding ‘officers, I sax no antiairoraft
-or radsr anywhere from Karachey to Bryansk, exoept for the
ahove-mentioned artiliery being mtored in Brysnsk II.
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. “%he railrsad from Xerachey to nsk was double-traek before
? T Yorid Mer 1I, but, after its destruction by the Sermans
the war, 41t wts rebullt as s sing traek ralirosd, I
oartRin that it was single-track 25X1
rout® in the susoer of 1048 angd 4 z
trains in Xarachey swere delayed until the trains from Byysns
.. sateyed Karechey; furthermore, whilé en route to Bryansk
4 our teain had to pull 1mo 8 siding 2 fow times to Wmit for
‘M oneonting train to pass. The spur leading northenst from
Bel Bir;ﬁsvas for purposes of trensporting peat whieh
‘ms’ging‘ d somewhere near the end of the spir to the
wlretric power station in Belyye Bereps (5313X-3441R).

8, The wleotric 'gower station in Belyye Berega serviced
anskays Oblapt, includ.in? Orel, before World Waer II, New-

- ever, after the wur it serviced only Bryanskaya Oblast and .

not l, I am certain that, as of the sumusr of 1948,
Brymnsk had no electrils power station of it own but
en the one in Belyye Beregn for its power, I do not t
that a1l of Bryans Oblast was servieed Ly the Bylyye
Birega elestrie power pifition because Xarmchey had-noe *
electric power except for & few buildings Whose power was
produced locally by a generator. (Eyen the railroad station
in Xargchey had kercsene lamps). The electric power station
in Belyye Bersga had six turbines.but I never saw or heard -
that more than three ever operated af any one time, In fust,
residents In Bryanskaya Oblast often wondersd why all six
were not operated, because they could provide more than fmoigh
eleatyie power for the entire oblast, Bryansk sesmed tp haye
‘Bepn the only eity in the oblamt with suffieient electrie powwre,
Each time I pissed through Belyye Bersge I saw smoke from only
thrtte of the turbines, the other thraee obviounly standing

idle., This electric power station was left untouched by
the Mar.

9+ The peat-mining Brea mentioned was about 20 kilometers north
or northeast of Belyye Beregs and covered an area of sbout
900-1000 hectares. This srea, which had also been mined
hétfore the wer, was very rich in : .
peversl meters, | ] 25X1X

25X1X | Work was conm~
B ngle dally snirt of ‘elght hours working six

days 8 week, There were sbout 150 tractors constantly in
opevation during working hours, The peat was loaded on cAYE
and transported in 2 steady flow viz a narrow-gange railrosd
track direetly into Belyye Berega. I belleve that the
slectric power station in Belyye Berega depended sxclusively
for Lts fuel supply on the peat mined in this area, I do not

think any peat was shipped to any destination other than
Belyys Bsrega,

10, The only industry I knoW of in the vicinity of Xarachey is
& plant in Mylinka which is not far from Belyye Berega snd
located on the Bryansk-Xarachevy rallrpad line, It was = )
lumber-produsing plant Which permanentiy employed three
shifts of About 72 men each, Local kolkhoz Morkers assisted,
henever possidble, in loading: the lumber onto trains. Thie
plant, which obtained its timber from local forests, did not
produces fmg finished produsts. It was ‘equipped with nex
mashine ecause the dermans destroyed mll the equipment _
before they evacuated. Electrio power for the plunt was )
provided locelly by a generator, ‘ )

.
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There is an airfield at Bryansk I and aleo one at Ryssnik,
Whish is ximately 20 kilometers from Xargehey (direetion
wiimown), I think that the former airfileld iz located south~
west of Bryansk I, but I hmye no detxils on it, The sir-
f1eld at Ryaenik wa3s small Dut was supposed to he smlarged
conpiderably,. In 1947, three kolkhozes, representing about

1,500 hectares of ‘land, were appropriated by the

purposes of wnlsrging the airfield, This was the i) :
I reard memtioned by people L.ving in the viclnity of Karxehey,
Ore of these kolkhozee allepedly hed spproximately 150 dwslilings,

‘the sicond had sbout 250 dwellings, &nd the third hmd about

25X1A

300 dwwXlings, I 4o not Jmow what progress, if any, was made
Loxerd srlarging the airfield, While in and sround EKsrachey
I oeeasionally heard sircraft flying overhesd but eamet
raorll What type they were.

| |conmentss [ ]

expct location of the ammunition storage erea, except that

it lmy sputh of the Bryansk-Karachev railroad line and stretchsd
“tup cities. He was not sble to orientats hime
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Althou 3pcC [+] ;
ammuniticon storage area and the elrfields,

he had 2 tendency to exaggerate, unintentionally, the slize

of these installations and the number of troops in snd arcund

‘the area, ¥For instance, he first mentioned that the ampmmition

gtorage ares stretched for at least 60 kilometers befween
Xarachey and Bryansk.but, when shown that the distance between
thess two citles w2: only sbout 40 to 45 kilometers on the

‘mRp, he seomed somewhat surprised and readlly admitted that

he could have been wrong. His first estimate of the muber

‘of troops located near Karachey was two or three dlylsioms but,

upon further interrogation, decided it was less than a diviasion,
eYe:’, upon repeated guestioning at the amount of land

spproprieted by the Government for the alrfield at Rvasnllk,

hy Aid not waver in his original estimate of 1,500 acres and
e the regsion of heving heerd this figure mentiomsd a
musber of tlwes,/
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